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The Lord 


Generall Cronuyell, 


MATTH. 7.12. 
Therefore whatſoever you would have others do unto you, do the 


ſame unto them; for this is the Law and the Prophets. 


PROV. 21,21. 
He that followeth after righteouſneſs and mercy, ſeal fade life, rg 


reomſneſs and glory. w ; 


” FY 


By Captain W1tLt1ian Brar, Priſoner in 
Windlor Caftle. 
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The Afflicted Priſoner's Appeal. 
eM » Lord, | 


Am neceffirated to make my Application unto 

you from my AMiRion, that ſo your Piety, Hu- 
manity, and Honor may appear, it being moſt 
noble to have tender Conſideration of the afli&- 

ed; being agreeable to principles of Chriſtianity, and 
alſo Reaſon, as Plaro ſaith, 15 magnum qui rations paret. 
I have in theſe inteſtine Wars, and Forreign Deſigns, 
endevored to preſerve the Nation, and You 12 it, as well 
as my ſelf, from any unlawful and revenging Defighs 
of any whatſoever, which if I ſhould ever hereafter 
ſuffer for under the -hands of other Powers, yet I hope 
I ſhould ſuffer with much peace of Conſcience. And 
for matter of my conteſt, it hath been through an at- 
feRtion it me to defirethe maintenance of the Publique 
Faith, and fandamental Principles of Government ; 
and peradventure I might be much affeted with my 
own wrongs and injaries, it being natural for humane 
Nature ſo to be, and therefore [ hope it will»chove 
Your ſpirit to conſider my condition. If I-ſhould not 
conſider mv own former wrongs and injuries before I 
was a Priſoner, yet I cannot but be much troubled ro 
confider rhoſe extream provocations and inſupportable 
preſſures that I have had upon me here in Priſon, exer- 


_.Ciſed in much crafr, power, malice; and deſign, beyond 
= the Order of Law, Faith and Order of Parltament, 
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Ge. and the Scriptures of the Lord ; which hath tended un- 


ro my ſad deftruQion, had nor the mercy of the Lord 
been marvelouſly ſeen rowards my preſervarion ; which 


beboves Your Honor and Wiſdom to take notice of ; 


for if ſuch chings be ſuffered, then aoy Priſoners, com- 
mitred by Order of Supreme Rulers,or Governors,may 
be ruined, and deſtroyed, moſt illegally, barbaroufly, 


nefariouſly,. and irreligiouſly, by ſubordinate men 1a - 


Power, which may be of an unſpeakable evil conſe- 
quence, to the prejudice and' danger of any State, as 
well as to the barbarous deſtruction of rhe.innocent, 
(whom God is very tender of,) and the ſubverſion of 
humane Socicty: For impriſonment in the Law is and 
muſt be onely for Cuſtody till Tryal ; Cauftod:/a & 
non Pena, for Career ad homines cuſtodiendes, non ad pu- 
wiendos dari debat , Lord Cook Tnft, fo. 259. Set. 438: 
lib. 2. And the Parliament in their firſt Remonſtance, 
_ In their primitive purity, and declaring forthe Rights 

of the People,agiinſt thoſe corruptions that were under 
Monarchy ( whereby they engaged many of the people 
for them) ſaid, That the Blood of Sir Johz Elrot, who 
dyed by cruel and unlawful endurance in Priſon, did 
cry for vengeance: And 1 do beleeve, and alſo hope, 
* that unleſs God give Colonel Whitcheor, and his cor- 
rupted, hypocrirical Prieſthood (here (whom the Lord 
- rebuke) Repenrance, they will finde experimentally, 
there is a God that judgeth the Earth ; And ler them 
know, that it is but a meer cloke, colour, pretence, and 
hypocrifie (the greateſt of fins) to pretend Religion, 
Scripture, Ordinances, and Chriſt, where there is a 
maintaining of oppreſſfion and loathſom unjuſtifiable 
corruption, and corrupting of Powers and Authorities, 
- to their prejudice, as well as the peoples; For where 
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crueity and provoking oppreſsion is moſt hated and 
loathed; And indeed the corrupted Prieſthood were the 
onely inſtrumental cauſe, why Srg:ſmund the Emperor 
did break his Faich to Job» Has, thar famous Martyr, 
onely becauſe he did oppoſe their abominable hypocri- 
fie and enmity ro Chriſtian Truth and natural Reaſon, 
as the hiſtory of the Martyrs doth plainly ſhew forth ; 
And chat faR of the rnd of Fobn Has did tend 
to the deſtruQtion of Srgrſmund and his family ; And 
truly, if | ſhould ſpeak my conſcience, and declare all 
thoſe probable Reaſons and Preſumptions (as well as 
Proofs} 1 do beleeve it will appear to all rational men, 
thar it hath beea the deſignof ſome men here in this 
Caſtle (whoſe names and aRions I ſhall relate in due 
ſeaſon, if the Lord will z what by private infinuztions, 
and what by cheir cruelties and deſigns upon me, ro pro- 
voke me,*that ſo through my provocations and paſzi- 
ons You may be engaged againſt me, and may be ar a 
preiter diſtance with me, and I with You ; and that fo 
rhereby they may the more ſmoothly, craftily, and in- 
ſenſibly carry on my ruine, and eſcape for all their wick- 
edneſs exerciſed rowards me, againſt the Faith and Or- 
der of Parliament, Law, and moſt renowned Scrip- 
tures of God, which requires your conſideration in ſe- 
riouſneſs and Juſtice. And you know it is ſaid in the 
Scriptures of the Lord, Pſa.125.3. Therod of the wicked 
ſhall not reft upon the lat of the righteous, leſt the righteous 
put forth their hands to iniquity. Truly I have been 
provoked extream|!y in my afflitions, and my provoca- 
tions hath cauſed many fad temptations in my Soul. 
When I have conſidered how affettionately and aQtual- 
ly I have (though peradventure with much imper- 
2 fetion 
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fe&ion) ſought the ſafety of my Country, and you in it, 
as well 25 my own ſafety, and how by ic I am in danger 
alſo of che Revenges and Judgment of others ; this thing 
hath much aflited me. Secondly, When I confider 
how barbarouſly I have been dealc with under ſuch that 
have appeared oppreffingly under former intereſts, and 
(apparantly) are not conſcientious to the truth z where- 
as I can, ſay in fingleneſs of ſpirir, (though 1 were to 
ſuffer death of other infereſts tn ſo doing,)I have ſought 
your preſervation againſt the corruptions and evil ap- 


crime in ſome mensthoughts; and if I did difſent from 
you in my Judgment in any thing, yer to tell you truly 
and ingenuouſly,. it was out of affetions unto the Li- 
berties of my Country, and to endeavorto keep a good 
Conſcience, rather then any appetite Thad to rejoyce in 
your deſtry&ion:and trulythe inſupportablengh,barbat- 
ouſneſs and cruelty of my »Mi&ions here; being contrary 
to ſuch glorious Principles and Rules, and I beleeve be- 
yond what you can conceive; hath much tranſported me 
ſo; asto write ſomewhar highly againſt you, but your 
Chriſtian Principles and nobilitice of mind will rather 
take notice of my preat affli&tion, then of any weakneſs 
and paſſion, occaſioned by ſach barbarous opprefſions 
upon me: I hope theſe things will be great Motivesto 
your Chriſtian, and rationall principles ; as my provo- 
cations were great ſo my temptations were many, ſome- 
times it was to deſtroy my ſelf as Cleombrotus Jid , but 
God proved Conquerour in my foul ( itbeing againſt 
Chriſtianity and reaſon) praiſed be his Name for his 
Grace towards me ; ſometimes rempred to defire, That 
(if I might not have an impartial ſpeedy Tryal)che Par- 
liamenr would deſtroy me 1a the days and principles of 
"% mine 
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mine innocency, but the Lord overcametbis alſo, for if 


- it was unlawfal, and finful, to deftroy my ſelf, ſo it was 
to deſire any other to do it; for..in ſuch a fa, both 


would anſwer for the fin unto the righteous Judg : But 
this, as I beleeved it to be finful, ſo [ choughr it rather 
would be offcafive unto* you to propound any ſuch 
thing, it being I hope hatefull to your ſoul ; bur theſe 
things did peirce my ſoul, and the Lord hath I hope 
wholly overcome it, and-made me rather willing to bear 
and ſuffer any evil, hen impatiently defire any thing 

Own or others paſſions, or to freeme 


from aMictions. 


And let me in much afflition, and in all truth;humi- - 


lity and reſolution, tel] you, that firhence [ have been ſo 
barbarouſly dealt with here,beyond whar I am confident 
you can conceivgs (for I have never yet declared che full 
and horrid nature thercof,) contrary to Law,Scriptures, 
of the Lord, Faith, and Order of Parliament : I had ra- 


ther be cut in a thouſand pieces at the feet of ſuch a Ty- 


rant,a Violator of Law, a Perſecutor of Innocency, and 
an Abuſer of Governmear, then live a Slave, to the in- 
ſupportable unlimited luſt of ſuch a one 3 And there- 
fore I do humbly and earneſtly ({.inthe Name of the 
Lord Chriſt, (the higheſt moving argument that tongue 
can expreſs, or heart conceive,) and by theſe bowels of 
compaſſions that are in him) defire that my weak nature 
may be no more provokedzand thar occaſions of tempta- 


tion, and finning againſt the Lord, and offending'you, 


may be nobly taken away by you, and that you would 
ſhew your ſelf a Lover of the Lord, a Lover of Truth, 
Pates Patrie, a True Father of your Country, anda 
Refuge to the afflited, according to the Principles of 
Conſcience and Honour. A 
" Fir 


. 


”% - _- FE” IF. , WT <5 = . - 
\ , 4 % F ” - P FE s G , P 
. i E) Ys % it " J C - * ww -t ws þ- 4s k % £ © . F#. oY 
> PF. as” | | WW 2 a: as - 
- % 4 "- - » " 7 L 
- - » » % 


C8] 

"'virs; That I may have a beaal Cen rea 
impartial Tryal, according to the effentiatand fagde 
megral Taws of the Commonwealth, andthe Faithand* * 
Oath'of Parliament, and Declarations atid: Faith 6| _ 
Army» before'l was 2 Prifoner ;' And ler me Sir in all 
buiviliry and boldneſs ſay, that if I'cannot; juſtifie my 
ſelf by ho Laws of God, the Laws and Liberties of my 
Country, and the Declarations and Faithof Parliament 
and Army, Lwill willingly ſuffer any thing that can be 
inflited upon:me. 

Secondly, Incaſe this be riot ſign ed me,and gr ranted 
me ſpcedily,. that4 may have my Becky freedom from 
my bonds ; and I hope you ſhall find what the Lord will 
diſpoſe me to temperance and ſobriery,. and order my 
ſpirit ro acknowledg your Juſtice and Honour: And1 
alſo hope,hat I defire nothing that's di ble, bur”. 
honorable ( in the Ju: oh gf. Chrjffanggn men ) 
for you tapromiote and one 

So addreffing my ſelf prene you (again ) in Se < Kane 
of the Lord Chrift, I commir my Cauſe, precious Li- 
berties, and Life-bloog, unto the Almighey, juſt and 

merciful Lord of Heaven and Earth, and tothe Confi- 
deration of your Excellency, and reſt, | 


Anguſt 20. 1651. being Your Excellencics Servant © 
full two years and five | 05 
Moneths of my Impri- in Afiction, Weakneſs, 


- Conment. 


and: Captivity | 
William Bray. 
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